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§33.23 Limitations on fund use.

In order to insure the most efficient
and effective use of grant funds, the
Justice Assistance Act places restric-
tions on the award of block monies for
routine equipment, personnel costs,
construction, supplanting of state and
local funds, and land acquisition.

(a) Equipment and hardware. The pur-
chase or acquisition of equipment or
hardware with grant funds is prohib-
ited unless the purchase or acquisition
is an incidental and necessary part of a
program. Section 406(c)(1) of the Act.

(b) General salaries and personnel costs.
Payment of personnel costs with grant
funds is prohibited unless the costs are
an incidental and necessary part of a
program. Section 406(c)(1) of the Act.
Programs which have as their primary
purpose the payment of usual salaries
paid to employees generally, or to spe-
cific classes of employees within a ju-
risdiction, are prohibited. Notwith-
standing the above, grant funds may be
used to compensate personnel for time
engaged in conducting or undergoing
training programs or the compensation
of personnel engaged in research, de-
velopment demonstration, or short-
term programs. Section 406(c)(2) of the
Act.

(c) Construction. Construction
projects are prohibited. Section
406(c)(3) of the Act.

(d) Land acquisition. Acquisition of
land with grant funds is prohibited.
Section 406(c)(3) of the Act.

(e) Ineffective programs. The use of
grant funds is prohibited for programs
or projects which, based upon evalua-
tions by the National Institute of Jus-
tice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics, state or
local agencies, and other public or pri-
vate organizations, have been dem-
onstrated to offer a low probability of
improving the functioning of the crimi-
nal justice system. The Bureau of Jus-
tice Assistance will formally identify
ineffective programs by notice in the
FEDERAL REGISTER after opportunity
for public comment. Section 406(c)(4) of
the Act.

(f) Administrative costs. The use of
grant funds to pay for costs incurred in
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applying for or administering the block
grant is prohibited. Block grant funds
may only be used to carry out pro-
grams that fall within one of the pur-
poses listed in section 403(a) of the Jus-
tice Assistance Act. Section 403(a) of
the Act.

(g) Period of project support. A grant
recipient may receive block grant
funds for a specific program or project
for a period not to exceed four years.
The four-year maximum allowable pe-
riod of funding includes any period
prior to the Justice Assistance Act
when the program or project was sup-
ported by funds made available under
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act. Section 403(c) of
the Act.

(h) Non-supplantation. Block grant
funds shall not be used to supplant
state or local funds, but will be used to
increase the amounts of such funds
that would, in the absence of Federal
aid, be made available for criminal jus-
tice activities. Section 405(2) of the
Act.

PURPOSES OF BLOCK GRANT FUNDS

§33.30 Program criteria.

The Justice Assistance Act requires
that block grant funds assist states and
local governments to carry out specific
programs which offer a high prob-
ability of improving the functioning of
the criminal justice system, with spe-
cial emphasis on violent crime and se-
rious offenders. Section 403(a) of the
Act.

(a) High probability of improving the
criminal justice system. High probability
of improving the criminal justice system
means that a prudent assessment of
the concepts and implementation plans
included in a ©proposed program,
project, approach, or practice, together
with an assessment of the problem to
which it is addressed and of data and
information bearing on the problem,
concept, and implementation plan, pro-
vides strong evidence that the proposed
activities would result in identifiable
improvements in the criminal justice
system if implemented as proposed.
Section 901(a)(21) of the Act.

(b) Special emphasis on violent crime
and serious offenders. Special emphasis
on wviolent crime and serious offenders
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